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Radio station teams with ODOT 
to stop impaired driving 


adio station KRKT has joined forces with the 

Transportation Safety Section and the 
Oregon State Police to develop a multi-faceted 
campaign to reduce impaired driving in the 
Willamette Valley and Central Coast communities. 

The campaign, which started this month, 
involves several corporate sponsors, live broad- 
casts, requests for donations, driving demonstra- 
tions of the impairing effects of drugs and alcohol 
and several traffic safety awareness days. 

“The focus of this campaign is to open the eyes 
of Oregonians,” said Laura Lee Beck, KRKT 
Public Relations director. “With knowledge comes 
the power to make good decisions, and it will take 
good decisions to make the life-saving changes 
needed to accomplish our goal.” 

The station plans to promote the Drugs, 
Drinking, Driving...Don’t campaign for at least 
six months. Components of the program include: 
> An outdoor display at sponsoring merchant’s 
locations for two weeks —The display consists of 
a flatbed truck carrying a crashed vehicle from 
the local community. Nearly 20 locations are 
confirmed. 
> Familiar faces display—Near the entrance of 
each sponsor’s store, a display board will hold as 


as 


many as nine photo- 
graphs of local 

residents killed in 
impaired driving crashes. 
People viewing the display 
will be encouraged to pull 
off a donation slip that 
adds $1 to their purchases at 
the cash register. Donations 
will be forwarded to Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving and Parent Line Inc., which 
educates parents about the consequences of kids 
mixing alcohol or drugs with driving and recre- 
ation. 

> Traffic Safety Awareness Day—At the conclu- 
sion of each two-week display period, a live, 
three-hour broadcast will invite people to attend 
an event featuring speakers, displays, child safety 
seat inspections, contests and a fun run. Various 
organizations and businesses are participating. 
Local celebrities will be invited to take the fatal 
vision test administered by law enforcement 
officers. Celebrities drive a car through a con- 
trolled course while wearing “fatal vision goggles.” 
The goggles simulate vision for a person impaired 
from drugs or alcohol. A law enforcement officer 
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rides in the car 

during the test. Another officer pulls the 
driver over and administers a sobriety test. 
Another fatal vision test will be offered to young- 
sters. They will wear the goggles and attempt to 
direct a remote-controlled car on a course. 

Debra Downey, DUII coordinator with the 
Transportation Safety Section, said that the 
response to the campaign has been gratifying. 

“Tt takes community-wide events such as this 
to get the message to lots of people,’ Downey said. 
“Tm sure this effort will make a lasting impact in 
these communities.” 

Downey reported that last year in Oregon, 41 
percent of traffic crash fatalities resulted from 
impaired driving. 

Major corporate sponsors include ARCO, 
Safeco Insurance, Airtouch Cellular, Toyota, 
Willamette Industries and US Bank. 

For more information, contact Downey at 
503\986-4183. (Written by Transportation Develop- 
ment Branch information representative Monte Turner, 
503\986-4180.) W 


Integrated management systems will help decision-makers 


ecision-makers within ODOT soon will 
have newly integrated and coordinated 

- resources providing information on a wide 
variety of topics, and managers will be able to test 
“what if” scenarios showing results of various 
funding decisions. 

“The Oregon Transportation Management 
System will integrate information, analyses, and 
analysis tools to help decision-makers prioritize 
Oregon’s transportation needs,” said Dave 
Ringeisen, manager of the Transportation Data 
Section. 

The management systems offer a major tool for 
managing pavement, bridges, highway safety, 
public transportation facilities, intermodal 
facilities and connections, congestion and a 
transportation monitoring system for highways. 

Functions of the systems are to inventory 
highway features and other transportation 
structures and to collect, analyze and summarize 
data. The systems will identify and track perfor- 
mance measures. They also will identify needs 


Inside... 


ODOT creates programs to meet 


the Legislature’s request to improve 
efficiency and re-allocate gains. 


and help determine strategies and actions to 
address those needs. Ringeisen said a key compo- 
nent of the systems is to monitor and evaluate the 
effectiveness of strategies and actions that are 
implemented. 

Information in the systems will help managers 
set policies and allocate staff and funds. The data 
also will be used in the planning process and 
during the design of specific projects as well, he 
added. 

“T expect that district managers and region 
staff will use the systems in discussions about 
maintenance and operations, too,” Ringeisen said. 

Besides providing more complete and acces- 
sible information than is currently available, these 
tools will help managers identify high priority 
needs and problems 
in specific areas. 

“For example, the Congestion Management 
System can help identify where the greatest 
benefits might occur for relieving traffic conges- 
tion,” he said. 


District 12 sign crew members 
build ingenious form for tying 
rebar cages. 


The bridge, pavement, intermodal, safety and 
public transportation management systems are 
being designed to identify high priority needs. 

The seven management systems are in different 
stages of development and have generated nearly 
60 individual computer application projects. 
Projects are underway 
to make the data among the systems consistent 
and to test a desktop Geographic Information 
System. The GIS feature would allow computer 
users to pull information for a specific location 
from the various systems by clicking on that 
particular location on a map. 

The integrated approach already has been used 
to produce needs lists and maps for the current 
Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 
and the update of the Highway Plan, Ringeisen said. 

For general information on the project, contact 
Jill Vosper, Transportation Data Section, 503/986- 
4161. (Written by Monte Turner, Transportation 
Development public information representative, 
503/986-4180.) W 


Motor Carrier Transportation 
develops partnerships with 
local law agencies. 


Inside ODOT now 
on once a week 


he department’s telephone 

newsline, Inside ODOT, is now a 
once-a-week program to better suit 
employees’ information needs. A survey 
of employees earlier this year showed 
that a majority of respondents preferred 
less frequent programs. In response, the 
Communications Branch reduced the 
twice-a-week format to once a week. 
Other changes to look for include more 
“news you can use” and region and 
branch stories, in addition to ODOT- 


wide topics. W 


Correction 
On page 3 in the November TranScript, Jeff 


Moore’s name was misspelled in a photo caption. 
TranScript staff regrets any confusion this may 


have caused. 


Students swarm 
Hermiston main- 
tenance station 


McNary 
Elementary 
students listen 
to Andy Reed 
describe the 


equipment used 
in maintenance 


operations. 


ODOT launches resource re-allocation 
and efficiency efforts 


ODOT is directed to improve efficiency in all of its 
programs, quantify and document the dollar amount 
of savings or avoided costs. ODOT is further directed 
to report to the Emergency Board no later than Oct. 
1, 1998, on the amount of efficiency gains achieved 
during the 1997-98 biennium and how these efficiency 
gains are being used to improve the state’s transpor- 
tation system. 

— Budget note from 1997 
Legislative adopted budget 


“I am confident that we will find ways of meet- 
ing that challenge. In fact, I am banking on it. The 
Resource Re-allocation program assumes that each 
branch will achieve efficiency and other resource 
savings over the current biennium that can be 
redirected to additional projects,” 

—Director Grace Crunican from a 
recent department-wide memo 


he Resource Re-allocation Program and the 

ODOT Efficiency Program are the two 
methods ODOT will use to answer the 
Legislature’s challenge. 

The Resource Re-allocation Program coordi- 
nates the efficiency efforts of the department and 
pools those dollar savings immediately. This 
program allows the department to capture the 
savings and then apply the dollars to additional 
transportation system improvements. 

Each branch and region is preparing work 
plans detailing how they will meet a resource 
savings equal to 5 percent of their working 
budgets. Those savings may come from a variety 
of means including reworking budgets, finding 
new efficiencies and rethinking program priori- 
eles: 

The savings from these efforts will be moved 
from the branch and region budgets to a depart- 
ment-wide pool for funding additional transpor- 
tation projects. Crunican will review the most 
beneficial use of the savings and will direct dollars 
from the pool to high-priority transportation 
projects throughout the state. 

“Through this immediate Resource Re-alloca- 
tion Program and the ongoing Efficiency Program 


B’ the very nature of their occupation, high 
way maintenance specialists such as Andy 
Reed and Don Hubbard are required to handle a 
large variety of responsibilities. When 75 McNary 
Elementary fourth graders descended on the 


we will strengthen the public’s confidence in 
ODOT and demonstrate clearly that ODOT is 
very good at managing its resources,” Crunican 
said in her memo. “I want ODOT to be well 
positioned when we return to the Legislature 
next September to report on our efficiencies.” 
Crunican outlined the following goals: 


P We will show the Legislature how we have 
used resources more wisely through our 
Resource Re-allocation plan. 


P We will show how ODOT has been able to 
returns millions of dollars to additional 
transportation projects. Furthermore, I 
would like to show that these projects are 
underway and on schedule. 


> We will deliver a report to the Legislature 
describing how we found ways to deliver 
projects in a shorter period. 


> We will bring exceptional examples to 
illustrate our efficiency improvements 
from all areas of the department, which 
demonstrate that employees at all levels 
are finding better ways to provide services 
and are changing the way we do business.” 


While the Resource Re-allocation program 
will free up dollars from many sources immedi- 
ately, the ODOT Efficiency Program is an 
ongoing effort to capture the continuous im- 
provement efforts of the department. 

The Efficiency Program defines several major 
efficiency categories and outlines efficiency 
reporting criteria. The categories include cash 
savings, cost avoidance, more output with the 
same input, and improved quality with the same 
input. 

Financial Services Branch is coordinating a 
standard reporting method to accurately and 
effectively report the efficiencies to the Legis- 
lature. This will ensure that the efficiencies have 
similar methodology, adequate analysis, and 
sufficient backup documentation and justifica- 
tion. The regions and branches will report their 
efficiencies on the standard Efficiency Documen- 
tation forms. w 


Hermiston maintenance station, they were 
prepared. 

Deftly fielding questions such as “What is your 
favorite piece of equipment?”, “How do you make 
roads?”, and “How many people does it take to fix 
a mega, mega pothole?”, Reed and Hubbard 
described to the students the types of work 
maintenance specialists do and the skills and 
education they need to get it done. 

“T know you may not believe this, but educa- 
tion is very important,’ Reed told a doleful 
student in response to a question on the useful- 
ness of learning math. “In fact, we use math skills 
every day.” 

In addition to learning about what ODOT 
does, many students expressed an interest in 
working for ODOT. 

“T learned about highways, DMV, airports, 
wing plows, and horns in trucks. I really want to 
work here when I grow up. I really like the horns 
in the trucks,” said one student. 

The visit was part of ODOT’s Share the Road 
school program for third and fourth grade 
students. (Written by Scott Fairley, 

Region 5 public information representative, 
541/963-1330.) W 


Simplifies tedious task 


Bedard and Lundell device saves time 


Wayne Bedard demonstrates how the $100 jig 
works. It took about one hour to build and was 
made with the following materials: 

> Two 36-inch wood stop signs 

> Four 30-inch 4x4s 

> Four 2-inch 4x6s 

The stop signs, which have eight holes drilled 
in a circle for the vertical supports, are mounted on 
the ends of the 4x4s. The 4x6s are used as a base 
under the bottom stop sign. All eight vertical 
supports are placed in the drilled holes, and all the 
lateral support rings are placed around the vertical 
supports and on the top stop sign. The top ring is 
lifted and tied to the vertical supports at the correct 
height. The eight vertical supports and the tied ring 
are lifted one foot and braced, then another ring is 
lifted and tied in place. The process continues until 
all the necessary rings are tied on and the cage is 


finished. 


hat do Eli Whitney, Thomas 
Edison, the Wright Brothers and 
District 12 Sign Crew members 
Wayne Bedard and Mike Lundell all 
have in common? All are inventors 
who used their imaginations to vastly 
improve the lot of mankind. 

Whitney invented the cotton gin 
and began the industrial revolution. 
Thomas Edison invented the light 
bulb and extended our day. The 
Wright Brothers discovered the secret 
of flight and brought the world closer 
together. And, by inventing a jig that 
allows them to tie rebar sign cages 
faster, cheaper and better, Bedard and 
Lundell may have revolutionized the 
world of rebar cage tying. 

A rebar cage acts as support when 
it is placed in a sign post hole with 
the sign post inserted through the 
center and concrete poured into the 
hole. Freeway signs are mounted on 
the sign posts. 

Before inventing the jig — defined 
as a device holding a piece of work 
and guiding the tools working on it 
— tying rebar sign cages was a 
tedious task. The horizontal support 
rebar was suspended from a forklift. 
One person steadied one of the 
vertical supports while a second 
person tied a lateral support ring in 
place. Once the ring was tied on, 
seven other horizontal supports were 
attached evenly around the ring, and 
then additional rings were tied to the 
horizontal supports in one-foot increments. 
Tying cages for the big freeway signs took about 
1.5 hours and a lot of patience. 

Now, by using the new jig, Bedard and Lundell 
can tie higher quality freeway sign cages more 
safely and in about 30 minutes. The frustration 
level is much lower and best of all, Bedard and 
Lundell figure the time saved by using the jig 
amounts to about $3,000 annually. 

“Tt’s amazing how simple this jig is and how 
much time it saves,” said Bedard. 

Any crew that makes cages for footings could 
benefit from using the Bedard/Lundell sign cage 
jig. For information on building and using 
your own sign cage jig, contact Wayne Bedard 
at 541/276-6738. (Written by Scott Fairley, 

Region 5 public information representative, 
541/963-1330.) VW 


salmon plates migrating to DMV offices in 1998 


() regon’s new salmon plate is 
still making the trip up- 


stream, but it should be available 
early next year. 

The 3-M Company and Irwin- 
Hodson Company of Portland 
are creating the reflective overlays 
and manufacturing the plates. 
When the plates are finished, 
DMV will distribute them to 
their 67 offices statewide. 

In the meantime, would-be 
salmon plate owners should keep 
their ears and eyes open. DMV will notify the 
media as soon as they know the exact date plates 
will be available in local offices. 

“We know that Oregonians are excited about 
these new plates — and so are we,” said Kelly 


Taylor, DMV legislative liaison. 

In addition to registration fees, the plates will 
cost an extra $30. This money will be split 
between salmon restoration efforts and Oregon 
State Parks. W 


ODOT and SOLV keep 
highways clean and 
green 


DOT and the Stop Oregon Litter and 

Vandalism organization participated 
in a Washington County Clean and Green 
Project late last month. 

ODOT Deputy Director Tom Lulay and 
150 volunteers worked in an area sur- 
rounding the intersection of 185th and 
Sunset Highway. Participants planted trees 
and shrubs and removed trash. 

“ODOT is pleased to be partners with 
SOLV for the improvement and beautifica- 
tion of this area and so many others 
throughout Oregon,” Lulay said. “For the 
past 27 years, ODOT and SOLV have been 
working together to make Oregon a better 
place to live through the twice-annual 
Beach Cleanups and highway beautifica- 
tion efforts.” W 


Unique signal means 
safer walk for visually 
impaired citizens 


Gee with visual impairments now have a 
safer way to cross a busy Portland area 
highway. 

Crews in Region 1 recently installed audible 
pedestrian signals at two locations to help the 
blind community safely cross the Tualatin Valley 
Highway in Washington County. 

“This is the first time these signals have been 
used on a state highway in the Portland area,” 
said Willie Rotich, a Region 1 signal manager. 
“We feel this system will help all people who use 
the cross walk at these locations, especially the 
elderly and people with disabilities.” 

The high-tech signal can offer both bird 
sounds such as “cuckoo” and “peep,” or custom 
voice messages lasting up to 20 seconds. The 
ODOT pedestrian signals use the bird call “peep- 
peep.” The volume level is automatically 
increased or decreased depending on the ambient 
noise level present at the intersection. 

“We've developed a procedure to determine 
where additional signals might be installed in the 
future,” said Jerry Morrison, an investigations 
specialist with the Traffic Management Section in 
Salem. 

The cost of the signals is approximately $2,000 
per intersection. During the first 11 months of 
this year, 46 pedestrians were killed in Oregon 
after being struck by cars, according to ODOT’s 
Accident Data Unit. 

“The overwhelming majority of crashes at 
intersections happen in crosswalks. Some of these 
accidents involve people who are visually 
impaired or have other disabilities,” said Larry 
Christianson with the Traffic Safety Unit. “While 
these signals won't prevent all pedestrian 
fatalities, we believe they will help visually 
impaired people at specific locations.” 

Glenn Eaton, a transportation analyst for 
Region | is legally blind. He uses a city-owned 
audible pedestrian signal near the region 
building to cross a busy intersection at Northwest 
lst Avenue and Everett Street on his way to the 
MAX light-rail station. 

“For people who don't see very well, the 
signals are essential,” Eaton said. “It definitely 
helps.” (Written by Ron Scheele, Region 1 public 
information representative, 503/731-8263.) W 
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Pushing ahead to 1998 


appy holidays! It is great to see good 
progress toward the objectives we set for the 


department after our “Moving Ahead” sessions in 
July and October. We are well along in the 
process to identify significant efficiencies and will 
soon determine what priorities will receive 
reinvestment. In the meantime, DMV has 
shortened customer wait times, and they con- 
tinue to streamline processing times. Motor 
Carrier has consolidated services and works to 
reduce tax evasion. 

We are also working on major agencywide 
initiatives like rewriting our budget along 
program lines so that everyone can understand it. 
We will try to find a way to say “yes” rather than 
automatically saying “no” and we will try to 
compress the project delivery cycle. And we are 
working with the Secretary of State’s office to 
examine how we deliver our products. 

We have stepped up our community outreach 
and public involvement efforts to educate 
Oregonians about their transportation system 
and to listen to their thoughts about how we can 


Jones joins DMV as privatization coordinator 


ohn Paul Jones has joined DMV as the 

branch’s new privatization coordinator. 

Jones, or “J.P.” as his friends call him, is on a 
two-year rotational assignment from the Trans- 
portation Development Branch where he has 
worked since January 1997. 

Jones previously worked for the Oregon 
Department of Revenue researching the use of 
touch-tone telephone systems for tax filing. He is 
a career military officer who retired in 1996 as a 
lieutenant colonel. While with the Army, he 
served as financial manager for the United States 
Property and Fiscal Office of Oregon, com- 
manded a statewide recruiting force, and also 
served in personnel and operations. 

“Tm excited to get to work on the DMV 
privatization study,’ Jones said. “I think it will 
help the state better understand privatization 
issues.” 

The 1997 Legislature required that DMV 
conduct a study on privatization of some of the 
agency’s business functions and report the 
findings to an interim committee by June 1, 
1998. 

“The focus of the study is on partnerships,” 
Jones said. “We believe that partnerships 


C. 
Rail Section Manager 


fter serving as interim manager of the 

Rail Section for nearly a year, Claudia 
Howells has been appointed manager of the 
17-member unit. 


strengthen our relationships with the public, our 
customers and other state agencies.” 

Jones points out that DMV already has many 
successful privatized programs, such as third- 
party commercial driver license testing, selling 
all-terrain vehicle decals through all-terrain 
vehicle and motorcycle dealers, and Sno-Park 
permits through 140 commercial businesses 
statewide. 

DMV also has partnerships with other state 
agencies that have been very successful, Jones 
added. These include making registration 
renewal available at Department of Environmen- 
tal Quality testing stations in the Portland and 
Medford areas, and the customer assistance 
phone unit based at the Oregon Women’s 
Correctional Center. 

Jones’ first order of business after getting 
acquainted with the people and business of 
DMV is putting together a proposed advisory 
committee to help direct DMV’s privatization 
study efforts. 

“The group is made up of diverse back- 
grounds to give a wide range of knowledge from 
both business and government,” Jones said. 

Committee members include the dean of 


improve our work. We are finding new ways and 
new partners in our efforts to provide the best 
transportation system we can for Oregonians. 

Part of that effort is articulated in our new 
Community Relations Plan, which calls upon 
people at all levels to participate in community 
transportation dialogue. It is very important that 
we spend time explaining what we do to the 
people affected by what we do every day. 

But it is more than that. People think of a 
product according to how the company treats 
them when they have a question or complaint. It 
is the same for us. It is customer service. It is up 
to each one of us to take responsibility for how 
others see us by returning calls for information 
promptly and being courteous and helpful when 
citizens, elected officials and business leaders ask 
for information. 

It has been a year of hard work. Now, as we start 
1998, let’s push together toward the goal of becom- 
ing “remarkable” by this time next year. I know we 
will get there with your help. 

Please have a good holiday season and be sure 
to drive safely when visiting family and friends. V 


John Paul Jones, Privatization Coordinator 


business for the University of Portland, a newspa- 
per editor, the business manager for a large 
vehicle dealership in Eugene and a representative 
from the Oregon Public Employee’s Union. 

Jones said the committee will begin meeting 
this month, with regularly scheduled meetings 
about every five weeks. (Written by Natalie 
Barnes, DMV public information representative, 
503/945-5465.) W 


Howells named Rail Section manager 


Howells has broad experience with rail and 
transportation issues. She worked as ODOT’s 
Rail Service coordinator for a year and spent six 
years as administrator of Transportation Pro- 
gram Services with the Public Utility Commis- 
sion. Those responsibilities included the rail 
functions moved to ODOT two years ago. She 
also spent six years with the Legislature — four 
of them as administrator of transportation 
committees. 

Howells said she has two major goals now 
that the Rail Section has been consolidated as a 
single work unit within ODOT: 
> Effectively integrate all aspects of rail into the 

department. 

P Continue the high standards for rail safety 


education and regulations, rail planning 

and operations and representation of 

railroad customers. 

Besides consolidating ODOT’s rail func- 
tions, Howells lists recent section accomplish- 
ments including last-minute legislative 
funding for the Cascadia Train and Thruway 
Buses; crossing safety improvements and a 
new thrust to decrease fatalities by focusing 
on trespassers; and filling all section posi- 
tions, including a new hazardous material 
safety inspector. 

Outside the work setting, Howells served 
for 10 years as a member of the Marion 
County Planning Commission and is a 
certified youth soccer coach. W 


Moior Carrier officers keep trucks movin’ along 


0" the road again, I just can’t wait to get on the 
road again...so the song about truckin’ 
down the highway goes. And that’s the theme of 
the three motor carrier enforcement officers in 
Region 3’s Douglas County when it comes to 
keeping commercial truck traffic moving. 

Dan Harrington, Nick Weaver, and Fred 
Spangler are responsible for ensuring commercial 
trucks traveling through Douglas County are 
operating safely and are not exceeding weight. 
limits. They also try to create an economically 


Vern Merillat, a truck driver from Tuscon, Ariz., 


looks on while Motor Carrier Enforcement Officer 
Dan Harrington checks the “glad hands.” The glad 
hands connect the air lines running from the tractor 
to the trailer. The lines provide the air for the braking 
system. 


viable environment on the highways for the 
trucking industry by not delaying truckers 
unless absolutely necessary. In fact, MCEOs stop 
only one in four trucks at weigh-in-motion 
scales. 


An eye for safety 


A typical day finds them working indepen- 
dently at a fixed scale site, or traveling the 
highways with their portable scales to weigh 
trucks and perform safety inspections. 

Safety awareness is a top priority for the 
MCEOs, who are certified safety inspectors. 
When examining trucks, they look for 12 critical 
items, such as properly inflated tires, working 
lights, cargo security, and wheels and frames that 
are in good condition with no cracks. 
Harrington said truckers are usually appreciative 
when a safety hazard is spotted because they 
don’t want to drive unsafe trucks. 

When patrolling through the county, experi- 
ence and keen, observing eyes are what the 
MCEOs rely on to determine which trucks to 
stop. They can spot an undersized “oversized 
load” sign from 50 feet away — a violation that 
warrants stopping a truck. This may lead to 
discovery of other violations, such as an expired 
permit — or no permit — an overweight load, 
or any one of many safety breaches. 

Weighing a truck with portable scales is quite 
a process, but the MCEOs get the job done 
quickly. The officer lugs four heavy scales from 
his vehicle, places them forward of the truck’s 
tires at the first axle. The driver then drives the 
truck up onto the scale, and the MCEO takes a 
reading. The load over each axle is weighed. 


Guarding the chicken coop 


Working in the scale shed — or chicken coop 
as the truckers call it — is much different. 
Douglas County has four fixed freeway scales, 
two of which are weigh-in-motion scales. As 
trucks pass over the scales, their weights are 


read. An infrared camera captures the traffic on 
a video monitor in freeze frames, and a com- 


puter takes the trucks’ weight and height. 
If a truck is overweight, too tall, misses the 


scale, or if there’s some other problem, the 
computer lights up a series of signs directing 
that truck to pull into the weigh station. The 
trucker slowly moves his vehicle over the scale 
while the MCEO enters data into a computer. If 
the truck’s weight is legal, a green light starts the 
trucker rolling down the highway. 


Truckers receive a warning for a slightly 
overweight load. However, if it’s grossly over- 
weight, a fine is issued, and the trucking com- 
pany must legalize the weight on the spot. Not 
following an MCEO’s instructions can cost 
$2,000. 

Commercial vehicles weighing over 26,000 
pounds must pay a weight per mile tax and have 
a red Department of Transportation plate on the 
front of the truck. The more axles a truck has, 
the less tax the company pays since the load 
weight is more evenly distributed and does less 
road damage. 

The trucking company regularly files reports 
with ODOT recording the number of miles their 
trucks travel, how much weight they carry, and 
how many axles they have. This information is 
checked by auditors and compared to data 
gathered by the MCEOs. 

Revenue generated by any fines the company 
pays is split between the local municipality, 
county, and the state with part of that money 
going toward police training. So far this year, 
Roseburg office MCEOs have written 725 tickets. 

Motor carrier enforcement officers play a vital 
role for ODOT. By enforcing truck weight and 
height restrictions, they ensure proper taxes are 
paid, and by performing safety inspections on 
commercial trucks, they make the highways we 
drive that much safer. (Written by Meghan 
Dugan, Region 3 public information representa- 
tive, 541/957-3656.) W 


Local law agencies perform truck inspections 


Ww more than a quarter million heavy 


trucks licensed in Oregon, and many 
more passing through the state, ODOT truck 
inspectors have their work cut out for them. 
Under a program of partnership and instruc- 
tion for local law enforcement personnel, 
Motor Carrier Transportation is adding to its 
ranks police officers and deputies trained to 
do full safety inspections. 

“Here is a prime example of why we do 
these local inspections,” said Salem Police 
Officer Scott Hayes, while standing on a large 
parking lot along Mission Street in Salem. 
Officers from the Salem Police Department 
and ODOT motor carrier enforcement 
officers were holding a joint truck inspection 
exercise. 

“This double-trailer flatbed truck is 
hauling a load of scrap metal. The frame has 
several cracks in it, and the load is far from 
secure, Hayes said. “Aside from other safety 
concerns, this truck would have dropped 
nails, pieces of wire, bolts and other debris 
that could puncture tires from here to its 
destination.” 

Hayes and ODOT Motor Carrier Enforce- 
ment Officer Doug Pierovich placed the 
truck out of service. “This truck won't be 
allowed to move out of here until all of the 
violations are repaired,” Hayes said. 


According to 
Owen Herzberg 
of MCTB, such 
local partnerships 
as the one in 
Salem are essen- 
tial to trucking 
safety. 

“Our partner 
agencies play a 
big role in 
enforcing safety 
regulations,” 
Herzberg said. 
“The inspection 
program ac- 
counts for more 
than 12,500 
inspections a 
year.” 

Officers 
involved in the program learn to do level one 
truck inspections. “That means that they get 
under the truck, they inspect the whole frame of 
the vehicle, the air brakes and brake lines, the 
cargo secured, everything,” Herzberg said. 

Law enforcement agencies interested in doing 
truck inspections can get free training from 
ODOT. 

“We welcome participation in the program, 
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Patrolman Mike Alex of the Salem Police looks under truck that he has pulled over. 


and in order to get more agencies involved, we 
hold free Level One National Certification 
Classes for law enforcement officers,” 
Herzberg said. “When they graduate from the 
class, they are qualified under national stan- 
dards to conduct truck safety inspections.” 
(Written by Mac McGowan, Motor Carrier 
Transportation public information representa- 
tive, 503/986-3451.) W 


CS) 


Appointments 


As of October. Provided by ODOT Recruitment 
and Support Services Section 


Andrew Baldwin, highway maintenance spec- 
ialist, Newport. 

Scott Billings, geologist 2, Bend. 

Norman Barker, principal executive/manager F, 
Salem. 

Carol Bolton, office specialist 1, Medford. 

Robert Bones, heavy equipment mechanic 1, La 
Grande. 

Mark Brown, principal executive/manager A, 
Salem. 

Dan Carlson, heavy equipment mechanic 1, Bend. 

Craig Claude, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Meacham. 

Julia Clem, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Norman Conner, heavy equipment mechanic 1, 
Salem. 

Michael Crow, heavy equipment mechanic 1, La 
Grande. 

Robert Davis, heavy equipment mechanic 1, La 
Grande. 

Shane Dean, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Newport. 

Gary Delco, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Warm Springs. 


Promotions 


As of October. Provided by ODOT Recruitment 
and Support Services Section. 


Wendy Arruda, motor vehicle representative 2 to 
motor vehicle representative 3, Portland. 

Lorne Brown, engineering specialist 2 to associ- 
ate transportation engineer, Portland. 

Shirleymae Cole, office specialist 2 to office 
manager 2, Portland. 

Sandra Cunha, engineering specialist 1 to 
engineering specialist 2, Ontario. 

John Doan, motor vehicle field office leader 1 to 
project coordinator, Salem. 

Jock Elliott, right-of-way agent 2 to principal 
executive/manager D, Salem. 

Floyd Fanning, trades/maintenance worker 2 to 
traffic signal technician 1, Portland. 

Deborah Fraser, management analyst 2 to 
principal executive/manager B, Salem. 

David Jurgenson, administrative specialist 2 to 
investigator, Salem. 


Retirements 


Linda Burnett, motor vehicle representative 1, 
Salem, retired in November after 30 years of 
service. 


John Duncan, highway maintenance specialist, 
Sylvan. 

Leo Frank, hearings officer 2, Salem. 

Bismark Galeai, highway maintenance specialist, 
Milwaukie. 

Larry Gardner, highway maintenance worker, 
Portland. 

Michael Good, highway maintenance specialist, 
Meacham. 

John Greisen, motor vehicle representative 1, 
Lake Oswego. 

Bradley Grimm, engineering specialist 2, Astoria. 

Robin Guthrie, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Government Camp. 

Trena Harustak, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Brian Henry, electrician, Roseburg. 

Janette Herrera, motor carrier enforcement 
officer 1, Cascade Locks. 

Jeffrey Holder, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Warm Springs. 


Susie Hosie, public service representative 3, Salem. 


Bradley Kortum, highway maintenance specialist, 
Portland. 

David Kubishta, highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor, Albany. 

Dorothy Lewis, office specialist 2, Salem. 

David Lihou, highway maintenance worker, 


Portland. 


Norma Kearney, engineering specialist 2 to 
associate transportation engineer, Roseburg. 
Barbara Kurtz, motor vehicle representative 3, to 
principal executive/manager A, St. Helens. 

Thomas Lauer, principal executive/manager D to 
principal executive/manager F, Salem. 

Tony Martin, transportation enginer | to trans- 
portation engineer 2, Salem. 

Malcom McKenzie, trades/maintenance worker 2 
to traffic signal technician 1, Portland. 

Kathleen Morse, program technician | to pro- 
gram technician 2, Salem. 

Sammy Muliro, motor vehicle representative 1 to 
motor vehicle representative 2, Portland. 

Mark Needham, engineering specialist 2 to 
engineering specialist 3, The Dalles. 

Lorretta Schippers, principal executive/manager 
A to project coordinator, Salem. 
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Robert Schmidt, highway maintenance worker, 
Medford, retired in October after 10 years of 
service. 


Kurtis Marks, highway maintenance specialist, 
Richland. 

Barbara Merrill, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Charles Mustard, highway maintenance special- 
ist, Seaside. 

Rowdy Nash, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Meacham. 

Rickey Neth, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Meacham. 

Stephanie Popp, transportation engineer 1, Bend. 

Toni Rogers, information systems specialist 7, 
Salem. 

Richard Sandford, highway maintenance special- 
ist/entry, Heppner. 

Jay Scheresky, parts supply specialist 3, La Grande. 

Frank Smead Jr., highway maintenance worker, 
Portland. 

Lon Stockebrand, highway maintenance special- 
ist/entry, Central Point. 

Mark Thompson, transportation engineer 2, 
Central Point. 

Catherine Toledo, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Andy Vogel, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Tillamook. 

Jeffrey Walker, highway maintenance worker, 
Portland. 

Randall Yee, principal executive/manager B, 
Portland. 


Cynthia Shorter, support services supervisor 2 to 
principal exeuctive/manager A, Salem. 

Gail Smith, office specialist 1 to office specialist 2, 
Portland. 

Christine Spence, office specialist 1 to office 
specialist 2, Salem. 

Connie Tangen, engineering specialist 3 to 
associate transportation engineer, Corvallis. 

Sabrina Teem, office specialist 2 to purchaser 1, 
Salem. 

Donald Tompkins, office specialist 2 to adminis- 
trative specialist 2, Salem. 

Duane Wallace, office specialist 1 to motor 
vehicle representative 2, The Dalles. 

Maxine Wyatt, engineering specialist 1 to engi- 
neering specialist 2, La Grande. 

Wilmer Young, engineering specialist 1 to engi- 
neering specialist 2, Salem. 


Obituary 


Joel Burnell, retired from ODOT in 1984, died 
October 15 in Roseburg. He was 76. 


Jackson scholarship information now available at Oregon high schools 


pplications for the Glenn Jackson 

Scholarship are available at all Oregon high 
schools and ODOT’s Human Resource/ 
Organization Development Branch. The 
application includes information and application 
directions for all private scholarships available 
through the Oregon State Scholarship 
Commission. 

The Glenn Jackson Scholarship was 
established for the dependents of employees and 
retirees of ODOT and the Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department. Applicants must be 
dependents of current, regular status employees 
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or retirees of ODOT or OPRD who have been 
employed by their department for at least three 
years. Applicants also must be graduating high 
school seniors and eligible for enrollment as a 
full-time undergraduate at an eligible institution. 

Past winners include dependents of a wide 
cross-section of employees from all over Oregon 
including Baker City, Springfield, Oregon City, La 
Grande, Roseburg, Summerville, Lakeview, 
Astoria and the Salem-Portland area. 

Completed applications must be returned to 
the Oregon State Scholarship Commission 
postmarked no later than March 1, 1998. The 


Scholarship Commission handles all preliminary 
scoring and selection of finalists. 

An upcoming random survey conducted by 
the Human Resource/Organization Development 
Branch is designed to receive your views on the 
scholarship program and how best to increase 
financial support, according to Marta Eriksen of 
HR/OD. The scholarship fund remains short of 
the self-sustaining goal and additional support is 
necessary to continue funding the current 
program of two 4-year scholarships at $2,500 per 
year each. W 


George Aldrich, highway maintenance specialist, 
Ukiah. 

Mildred Armstrong, accounting technician, Salem. 

Robert Buxton, highway maintenance specialist, 
Baker City. 

Thomas Duncan, governmental auditor 1, 
Portland. 

Erik East, planner 3, Salem. 

Sandy Fraser, heavy equipment mechanic 2, Bend. 

Roger Schroyer, heavy equipment mechanic 1, 
Salem 

Richard Thomas, principal executive/manager B, 
Farewell Bend. 

George Udenby, highway maintenance specialist, 
Tillamook. 


John Donaldson, engineering specialist 2, Coquille. 

Frederick Ferguson, highway maintenance 
specialist, Eugene. 

Paul Ferrigno, principal executive/manager B, 
Eugene. 

Larry Garrison, engineering specialist 3, Salem. 

Richard Hampson, transportation engineer 2, 
Portland. 

Harlan Hayes, highway maintenance specialist, 
Roseburg. 

John Hazlett, highway maintenance specialist, 
Parkdale. 

Carmelita Michaelis, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Karen Rice, executive support specialist 2, Salem. 

Alan Shields, program technician 2, Salem. 

Bruce Thompson, transportation engineer 1, 
Salem. 

James Weisgram, information systems specialist 7, 
Salem. 


Letter 


Tammy Leonard-Wimmer — Gladstone, from Deb 
Moyle, Beavercreek. “I was under the impression 
that the DMV people didn’t care about us. NOT 
SO!! Your customer service person Tammy 
Wimmer is a person you should consider one of 
your best assets. She was always smiling, happy 
and very considerate and very patient.” 

Valley River Express DMV — from Edward 
Godbersen, Eugene. “I am writing this letter to 
praise the professionalism, politeness, good 
humor, and patience exhibited by the clerks. These 
people, in the 20 minutes that I spent in the office, 
never flagged in speedy service to their clientele. 
These people exhibited the finest attributes of 
public service and politeness to people who might 
have been puzzled by procedures and forms.” 

Teri Morehouse — Gresham, from Laura Slusaraczyk, 
Troutdale. “In this day and time, too many people 
are quick to gripe and complain, yet say nothing of 
outstanding service. So, if there is an award or 
‘kudos’ for an exemplary employee for customer 
service, Teri deserves it.” 

Janelle Koch — Salem, from Dave Morgan, Eugene. “I 
recently checked out your Web page and e-mailed 
a question regarding the transfer of a set of old 
‘Pacific Wonderland’ license plates from my 1963 
Cadillac. A few days later, I received a very compre- 
hensive letter from Janelle detailing the different 
options that were available for plates and registra- 
tion as well as the appropriate forms for transfer- 
ring the plates.” 

Beaverton Mall DMV — from Bob Cook. “I am so 
grateful for your Cedar Hills Branch. They really 
care about their customers.” 

Donna Overlin — Beaverton, from Susan Lewis, 
Beaverton. “This letter is to give my complements 
and thanks to my daughter’s driver tester. Her 
demeanor immediately relieved most of my 
daughter’s worries.” 

East Portland Drive Test Center — from Kathi 
Sellers, Centralia, Wash. “Our daughter is going to 
school in Portland and we needed to get her car 
licensed and to get an Oregon driver’s license for 
her. Everyone in the office was so courteous and 


Phil Bauer, public service representative 4, 
Woodburn. 

Curtis Buxton, highway maintenance specialist, 
Baker City. 

June Husted, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Janet Lyda, motor vehicle representative 1, 
Grants Pass. 

Gregory Maddox, highway maintenance special- 
ist, Baker City. 

Henry Overlees, highway maintenance specialist, 
The Dalles. 

Richard Pico, engineering specialist 2, Bend. 

Joyce Poole, office coordinator, Milwaukie. 

Charles Ryther, highway maintenance specialist, 
McKenzie Bridge. 

Loren Salling, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Steven Trautman, highway maintenance special- 
ist, Ashland. 

Gerald Watt, governmental auditor 2, Eugene. 

Charles Workman, highway maintenance 
specialist, Austin. 


Dennis Achten, highway maintenance specialist, 
Lake of the Woods. 

Heidi Acocella, motor vehicle representative 1, 
Springfield. 

Graham Amacher, highway maintenance special- 
ist, Chemult. 

Sally Beckfield, governmental auditor 1, Portland. 

Dale Beeman, program technician 1, Grants Pass. 

Frank Celentano, motor vehicle representative 3, 
McMinnville. 

Bartley Clocksin, highway maintenance special- 
ist, Manning. 

Cynthia Cox, administrative specialist 2, Salem. 


helpful. We appreciated the pleasant way in which 
the work was done.” 

Tonja Williams — Roseburg, from Marla Mulholland. 
“T would like to commend Tonja for her straight for- 
ward and efficient manner of handling DMV busi- 
ness.” 

Junction City DMV — from Barbara Balcom, 
Eugene. “The staff at the Junction City DMV 
should be commended for the consistent, friendly 
and quality service they extend.” 

Tom Kuhlman and Joe Gray — Ontario, from Gary 
Van Patten, Baker City Technical Services Supervi- 
sor. Tom and Joe arranged for speed counters to be 
placed on a collector street. “I would like to express 
my appreciation to you and your department for 
the assistance provided. Mr. Kuhlman and Mr. 
Gray were very efficient and 
professional. It was a pleasure to work with them.” 

Lloyd Center DMV and West Portland DMV— from 
Jim and Judy Emerson, Portland. “Our recollection 
of DMV offices in the 1970s was of tawdry 
surroundings, grimly harassed staff, and long 
waits. We are so pleased with our 1990s experience 
that we have to tell you that staff was helpful and 
pleasant.” 

Kathy Dombrowski — Astoria, from Betty San Souci, 
Astoria. “My husband and I were in the DMV last 
week and we were really taken by her actions 
toward us. I thought you should know how much 
we appreciated her kindness and help.” 

Region 5 Motor Carriers — from Fred and and Barb 
Weeks, mobile home transporters. “Thank you for 
all the help and information you give to make our 
job so much more pleasant. You all are just 
terrific.” 

Tom Carman, Doug Wright and Cheri Tabor — La 
Grande, from Randy Strohm, Wallowa County 
Public Works. “Wallowa County would like to 
extend its gratitude to your very professional staff. 
They were instrumental in helping the county 
secure FHA emergency repair money in 1996 and 
1997. 1am comforted by the fact that ODOT has 
quality people in critical positions doing an 
excellent job.” 


Dean Davis, highway maintenance specialist, 
Alkali. 

Zona Erickson, administrative specialist 2, 
Ashland. 

Stuart Ferguson, administrative specialist 1, 
Salem. 

Craig Johnston, highway maintenance worker, 
Clackamas. 

Richard Kahn, highway maintenance specialist, 
Detroit. 

Phyllis Kammler, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Gregory Lies, information systems specialist 7, 
Salem. 

Darrell Martin, electrician, Portland. 

John McBeath, motor vehicle representative 2, 
Corvallis. 

Michael Merusi, engineering specialist 2, Central 
Point. 

Russell Peterson, highway maintenance specialist, 
Grants Pass. 

Archie Pierce, highway maintenance specialist, 
Santiam Junction. 

Dennis Rupp motor vehicle representative 3, 
Eugene. 

Daniel Russell, office specialist 2, Salem. 

William Sheridan, highway maintenance special- 
ist, Klamath Falls. 

Bobby Smith, heavy equipment mechanic 2, 
Pendleton. 

John Smith, heavy equipment mechanic 2, Bend. 

Margo Taylor, motor vehicle representative 1, 
Portland. 

Phillip Trusty, highway maintenance specialist, 
Roseburg. 

Gary Vaught, highway maintenance specialist, 
Silver Lake. 

Rosalinda Yanez, office specialist 1, Springfield. 


Jane Estes and Manning Maintenance — from the 
Oregon Rally Group, Portland. “Thank you for 
your support of our efforts to bring a stage style 
performance rally to Oregon. Thanks to the 
Manning maintenance staff for being so coopera- 
tive in setting up our vehicle service area at the 
ODOT yard for the day of the rally.” 

Bill Hunter — Newport, from Suzy Tepolt, Eddyville. 
“On behalf of our neighborhood, I would like to 
thank you and Morse Bros. For the wonderful 
paving job you recently completed on Highway 20 
near Eddyville. In the 16 years I have lived in this 
neighborhood, I can truthfully say that this is the 
best paving job I’ve seen on this stretch of the 
highway.” 

Terry Evert — Salem, from Gary Ferguson, President, 
F2F Corporation. Terry is a motor carrier specialist 
who audited the firm. “We would like to commend 
her for her professionalism, courtesy and helpful- 
ness. She impressed the shop personnel with her 
expertise, and all of the office staff with her 
friendliness and willingness to enlighten us on the 
rules and regulations.” 

Shannon Gilkison — Salem, from Professor Countee 
Troupe, Chemeketa Community College. Shannon 
works in the ODOT Library. “I was somewhat 
taken by surprise with Shannon’s demeanor of 
helpfulness, because my continuous contacts and 
encounters with other agencies and businesses do 
not even compare to how courteously, profession- 
ally and willingly Shannon worked with me in my 
particular task.” 

Jeff Sergeant — Reedsport, from Robert Motmans, 
Sacto, Calif. The Motmans’ truck and travel trailer 
stalled on U.S. 101. “We feel Jeff coming along and 
putting out flares and his blinking lights prevented 
what could have been a terrible accident.” 

Dale Johnson — Canyon City, from Betty and Gordon 
Hupp, Long Beach, North Carolina. “I am the nutty 
old woman who lost her keys in the chemical toilet 
south of Longcreek. When we returned home, our 
wonderful vacation through the Northwest was 
made even better when we found our lost keys had 


beat us home!” 


Fish and Wildlife uses ODOT trees 


Troy Laws of ODFW stands by a tree root placed 
in a stream for fish habitat. 


DOT?’s Wes Cain enjoys working on bridges. 

Now, by acting in partnership with the 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, the 
District 12 assistant bridge supervisor is taking an 
active role in preserving and improving the 
bridges of eastern Oregon and in helping the 
ODFW restore the habitat of the rivers and 
streams they span. 

Trees floating down rivers during flood events 
are part of a natural process. They are also a 
problem for bridge crews. They hang up on bridge 
piers and change the river’s current, potentially 
eroding supports and threatening the integrity of 
the bridge itself. Removing the trees usually 
requires them to be cut into sections —ensuring 
they don’t get caught on any other bridge piers — 
and let them float down the river. However, before 
cutting the trees from beneath the Umatilla River 
Bridge on Interstate-84 near Stanfield Junction, 
Cain contacted the ODFW. 

“We work a lot with ODFW on getting permits 
to access streams. I figured if they wanted the 
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trees, it would be a good deal for us and for 
them,” Cain said. 

When Troy Laws, Umatilla District Fish Habitat 
Biologist for the ODFW heard of Cain’s offer, he 
immediately saw an opportunity. Laws works 
extensively with private landowners to maintain 
and restore stream and floodplain habitats. 
Because downed trees are a natural part of a 
stream’s ecology, they play an important role in 
his site restoration plans. 

According to Laws, downed trees create scour 
holes where fish can feed, provide a place to hide 
from predators, contribute shade to keep streams 
cool, and slow water flow and decrease stream 
bank erosion. 

“Trees play a huge role in healthy stream 
habitat. ODFW can use all the trees ODOT can 
spare, Laws said. 

After talking with Laws, Cain and the District 
12 bridge crew removed the trees to an ODOT 
stockpile site not far from the bridge location. 
The removal cost was higher than if they had 
been cut up and set adrift. As Cain pointed out 
however, “Under the ODOT Salmon Restoration 
Plan, the state has entered an era where minimiz- 
ing our impact on the environment is a priority. 
By working with ODFW, we can maintain 
bridges and improve stream habitat.” 

Laws has not had an opportunity to use the 
stockpiled trees yet, but he is excited with the 
possibilities they represent. 

“ODOT maintains thousands of bridges across 
the state. If we had access to each bridge crew’s 
stockpiled trees it would be a tremendous boost 
to our efforts to restore stream habitat,” Laws 
said. “Id like nothing better than to see this kind 
of partnership continue to grow across the state.” 
(Written by Scott Fairley, Region 5 public informa- 
tion representative, 541/963-1330.) W 
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NW Transportation 
Conference focuses 
on innovations 


ontinuing a tradition well-established — 

by past sessions, the Northwest Trans- 
portation Conference, Feb. 4-6, will provide 
the latest information on innovations and 
an opportunity for attendees to share 
knowledge and ask questions. 

“Recognizing that a valuable part of the 
conference occurs between formal presenta- 

- tions, we’ve designed longer breaks to — 
encourage dialogue among participants,” 
said Mark Ford, ODOT Policy Section 
manager and member of the event planning © 
group. 

The conference, to be held at the new 
alumni center at Oregon State University, 
will use innovative technology. Members of 
the Oregon Congressional delegation will 
address one session by teleconference 
providing up-to-the-minute information on 
ISTEA deliberations. Also, participants may 
register for the conference electronically. 
Registration and conference information is _ 
available on the ODOT Web Page at hittp:// 
www.odot.state.or.us.tdb/index.htm. Regis- 
tration deadline is Jan. 9, 1998. For more 
information, contact the ODOT Policy 

Section at 503\986-3476. W 


Happy Holidays! 


